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Ms Yemisi Ransome-Kuti – Nigerian Network of Non- Government Organisation
Born into the family of Late Azariah Olusegun (MBE) and Mrs. Folorunsho Ransome-Kuti, Yemisi had her education in both the UK and Nigeria with degrees and diplomas in Business, Management, Aesthetics, Counseling, and Human Resources Management.

Olutola Oluyemisi Ransome-Kuti, mother of 4 and 2 grand children was born on 18th December 1947 and grew up with her cousins, Professor Wole Soyinka, Fela Anikulapo-Kuti, Beko Ransome-Kuti etc.  She is the grand daughter of Late Canon J.J Ransome-Kuti, only child of Late Azariah and Folorunsho Ransome-Kuti and is the current Head of the Ransome-Kuti Family.

Her career saw her working with Multinationals, Ministries, Broadcasting Stations, and International Organizations as National Coordinator, Managing Director, Marketer, Newscaster and Producer, Chief Executive, Director General and Consultant.  Organizations she worked for included Shell Nigeria Limited (Now Conoil), Institute of International Affairs, National AIDS/STD Control Programme (NASCP), Federal Ministry of Health Social Services, Western Nigerian Television Station (WNTV) & Western Nigerian Broadcasting Station (WNBS), International Institute for Tropical Agriculture (IITA), BBC London and the World Bank to mention a few.  

The former Founder & Executive Director of the Nigeria Network of NGOs, & Senatorial Candidate for Lagos Central during the 2011 elections is currently

· Chief Executive - Ransome Properties Nig. Ltd

· Consultant -  World Bank – 2nd National Urban Water Sector Reform Project 

· Member – National Council – NEPAD - African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM)

· Member - National Steering Committee - 2nd African Peer Review

· Facilitator –  Governance & Institutions Policy Commission, Nigeria Economic Summit Group (NESG)

· Chairman – Lagos Chapter, Coalition for Issues-Based Politics & Good Governance (CIPOGG)

· Research Associate - Centre for African Policy & Peace Strategy

· Chairman  –  Lagos Island Resident’s Association (LIRA)

· Member - Board of Trustees - Generation Enterprise

· Member  -  United Nations Task Force on Hearings for the High-Level Plenary Meeting of the 65th Session of the General Assembly

· Member – Job Creation Committee of the Ministry of Finance, Federal Government of Nigeria

Her love and interest in emancipating the less privileged continues to motivate her as she voluntarily works, mentors and donates to many organizations such as, Soroptimist International, Campaign for Democracy, Committee for the Defense of Human Rights (CDHR), United Action for Democracy, Girl Watch, Sickle Cell Club, Cosmopolitan Women's Club and the Nigeria Network of NGOs amongst others.

During the Abacha days, Yemisi used her energies and resources in the struggle for democracy in Nigeria.  At the peak of the junta, she wrote to the Queen of England and the British Government threatening to return the MBE honour given to her father to the British Parliament, if Britain did not intervene in the crisis in Nigeria.  This resulted in increased pressure from Britain on Nigeria to resolve the political crisis.

Her incarceration on her way to attend the Beijing Women Conference and subsequent release inspired and increased her interest and resolve to continue to fight for the development of the Nigerian polity.

With reading, dancing, music, swimming, golf and traveling as her hobbies, Yemisi has won many laurels and awards for herself in this and many other aspects of literary and social activity such as Gold Medalist London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA), First Class Certificate- Drama at the Bristol Eisteddfod and Civil Social Activist of the Year.
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Mr. Durotimi Adeboye (Project Director / CEO Global Education Media) started his working career at the Federal College of Education (Special) Oyo, as a corper/lecturer after studying social sciences and management at the University of Ilorin in the 1980s. He later joined a marketing communications outfit where he rose to top level management position working on some blue chips accounts/brands like Toyota Motors, R.T. Briscoe, Peak Milk and GBO/MDS – Division of UAC of Nigeria Plc.

Working with these successful organisations enabled him to garner very vital experience which has stood him in good stead in handling other challenging responsibilities ever since he came over to the United Kingdom to further his education and career as a teacher.

Educated at the prestigious Canterbury Christ Church University in Kent, England where he completed his post-graduate studies in Citizenship Education and duly registered with the General Teaching Council for England as a professional teacher. He has since taught in schools across Kent and South East England while also doubling as the Head, Research and Publications for African Concern. A UK based publication focused on bringing to the front burner of global discourse, issues that affect African development. He is also a qualified Assessor with Oxford, Cambridge and RSA (OCR) – A British examination body.

Currently, Durotimi is undertaking some research work in the area of Education, Development and Sustainability.
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Executive Director/ Publisher/Director of Outreach, AfricanLiberty.org
Adedayo Thomas is a Nigerian. Adedayo Thomas is affiliated with the Atlas Economic Research Foundation’s Global Initiative for Free Trade, Peace and Prosperity and serves as the Publisher and Director of Outreach of its AfricanLiberty.org program. 
He is also affiliated with IMANI Center for Policy and Education, a think tank based in Ghana.  Adedayo is libertarian and strives to promote ideas and institutions of the free society in the core institutions of Africa. Nigeria. 
Adedayo has a B A(Theatre Arts) and Post Graduate Diploma in Public Relations from University of Jos and Nigerian Institute of Journalism respectively, a Diplomate of Cato University in Philosophy, History, Jurisprudence, and Economics of Liberty and an MBA in Think -Tank management from the Atlas Economic Research Foundation in Washington D.C.

Adedayo has undertaken many field research related to the provision of public services. He has written and presented several papers on economic development, conflict, good governance and democracy at national and international conferences. He co-authored -A letter from Jonathan Gullible based on the original novel, The Adventures of Jonathan Gullible by Ken Schoolland.  He has published in both national and international print media.

Adedayo has published the African Edition of In Defense of Global Capitalism by Johan Norberg, Selected Essays on Political Economyby Frederic Bastiat, Twenty Myths about Markets by Tom G. Palmer, and A letter from Jonathan Gullible (a play based  on the original novel, The Adventures of Jonathan Gullible by Ken Schoolland)   
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Dr. Joe Okei-Odumakin – President, Women Arise for Change Initiative, traversed courageously where men fear to tread. She remained consistent without minding the hazards to her person in a society where critical voices are loathed by unjust system which rewards the crook and punishes the just.

She graduated in 1987 at the University of Ilorin where she got a BA.ED English and Education. She returned to the same school and bagged her M. Ed in Guidance and counseling and her Ph.D. (History and Policy of Education) in 1996.
 
Dr. Joe Okei-Odumakin has over 25years experience in human rights work in Nigeria.  She cut her teeth in activism as the Secretary of Women in Nigeria (WIN), Kwara State from 1988 – 1991 and the Coordinator of Women in Nigeria (WIN), Kwara State branch 1991 – 1996; Chairperson, Rethink Nigeria (1987 – 1992) and Chairperson, Committee for the Defense of Human Rights, Kwara State branch (1990 – 1996).Her foray into human rights activism was at a period when the Babangida dictatorship was baring its fangs and locking up critical voices. She became one of the targets of the administration as she was arrested and detained for not less than seventeen times at different locations: Division B Police Station Ilorin; Police Headquarters Ilorin; SSS Headquarters Ilorin; SSS HQ Maitama Abuja; Panti Police Station Lagos; Kirikiri Prisons in Lagos; and Alagbon Close in Lagos.

She was the General Secretary Campaign for Democracy (CD) from March 1996 – July 29, 2006 (10 years) when she became the President on July 29, 2006. She is also the Executive Director of the Institute of Human Rights and Democratic Studies, the President of Women Arise for Change Initiative; Chairman, Task Force of the Citizen Forum, Spokesperson, Coalition of Civil Society Organizations and President, Centre for Change in Community Development and Public Awareness(CDP).

She has received several awards at the national and international levels. Too numerous to mention:


In March 2013 alone she received four International awards.

 

On March 4th Allegheny Rich Fitzgherald County Executive made a proclamation, thanking and commending Dr. Joe Okei-Odumakin for her work in promoting women’s rights and for her willingness to sacrifice for others.

 

March 6th 2013 American Women of International Understanding (AWIU) Washington D.C. United State of America presented her a certificate of recognition for her exemplary humanitarian efforts and her dedication in furthering human rights and dignity of women in Nigeria.

 

On March 8, 2013 Department of States, United State of America Secretary of State International Woman of Courage Award for her leadership, courage, resourcefulness and willingness to sacrifice for others, especially for better promotion of women’s rights.

 

March 15, 2013 Major Bob Filner of the city of San Diego- State of California presented her Neighborhood Hero Award in recognition of outstanding and invaluable service to their community service to their community

 

On 7th May, 2013, The commandant of Nigeria Army College of logistics, Maj Gen. ABM Gana gave her a plague of complement in recognition of her effort in promoting Democracy, Peace Building and conflict Management.

Recently she received an Award of Human Right Advocate presented to her by College of Environmental Resources Management Student Association, Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta dated May, 8th, 2013.

On the 18th day of May, 2013 Dr. Joe Okei-Odumakin again received a “Special Recognition Award” from Women for Africa in the United Kingdom. This was in recognition of her many pro-women activities.

 

On Monday 27th May, 2013 Dr. Joe Okei-Odumakin was “The Pride of Women Award” by Women of Substance in recognition of her contribution to Women issues.

 

In the same month of May 29th 2013. Dr. Joe Okei-Odumakin received a NACJ Ambassadorial Award for Integrity presented to her by Nigeria Association of Christian Journalists.

On 20th June, 2013 office of the head of Service Lagos State Government Presented her an Award for her selfless service at the public service celebration.

On Friday 14th, 2013 Dr. Joe Okei-Odumakin received a “Woman of Distinction Award” by St. Agnes Catholic Church, Maryland.

August 6th 2013 she received a “True Motherhood Award in recognition of her contribution towards the sustainable development of the Nation.

On 12th September, 2013 she received an Award to her as the Special Guest organized by the Global Resources and Project Nigeria Limited at the West African Health 9th International Medical Exhibition and Conference.

 

Meeting Point also gave her an Award on 21st September, 2013 in Appreciation of her support as a Mentor and Role Model to the Nigeria Youth.

 

In the same month The Pharmaceutical Society of Nigeria Honour her with an Award of Integrity in recognition of her wonderful presentation and exposition as the Guest Speaker of the 2013 World Pharmaceutical Day Celebration on 29thSeptember, 2013.

 

On Monday 4th November, 2013 Wimbiz Presented to her “Female Achiever Award” in recognition of her outstanding achievement as an advocacy for justice freedom and rights of Nigerians.

 

On Thursday the November 7th she was made an Integrity Ambassador by Integrity International, Accra.

 

On Sunday November, 10th Africa Mouthpiece International presented an Award of Mother of Justice for Voiceless Nigeria 2013 to her, In recognition of her accomplishment as an activist, a true fighter got womanhood in Nigeria against Government policy that affect millions of voiceless Nigerians both at home and abroad.

 

November 25, 2013 Exquisite Magazine gave her ‘Equisite Ladis of the year Award, Eloy, in recognition for her role in Human Rights Protection in Nigeria.

 

December 2013 Hallmarks of Labour Foundation (HLF) gave her Gani Fawehinmi Life time Achievement Award as a consistent Advocate.

 

In 2014 alone she has received 8 awards.

 

Her consistency and unwavering determination for survival of democracy in Nigeria made Professor Wole Soyinka to describe her as follows on 4th July 2006.

“I present to you a tireless fighter whose frail bearing, bellies an inner strength and resilience purpose, a veteran of affirmative marches, of crude arrests and detentions, baton charges and tear gas who have lent luster to the struggle for justice and human dignity, who remain an inspiration of men and women, old and young”.   

And at the celebration of Ambassador Walter Carrington’s 80th birthday commemoration in Lagos, the Ambassador in recognition of her efforts in sustaining democracy in Nigeria described her as “a fearless, fiery champion of democracy and human rights”.

 

